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SIX JOHN COL POS, K. B. 
VICE- ADMIRAL OF THE BLUE, 
AS A TRIBUTE OF ESTEEM AND VENERATION, 
| TO HIS EMINENT PROFESSIONAL MERITS, 
AND THE CONSUMMATE BENEVOLENCE AND 


HUMANITY OF HIS CHARACTER, 


44 


THIS DISCOURSE 
18 Mohr ABGFRCTFULLY INSCRIBED, 
BY HIS OBLIGED AND 


FAITHFUL HUMBLE SERVANT, | 


THE AUTHOR. 
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A SERMON, 
Sc. Sc. 
8 | 4 


in the 20th Chapter of the 2nd Book of Chronicles, 
and at the 13th Verſe, it is thus written : 


ti RE NOT AFRAID OR DISMAYED BY REASON OF 
« THIS GREAT MULTITUDE, FOR THE BATTLE 


LY 


* 1s NOT YOURS, BUT GOD'S!” 


TRE certainty impreſſed upon our 
minds by the Chriſtian Revelation, 


ts That this world, and all its various 


inhabitants are under the immediate and 
continual ſuperintendence of an infinitely 
wiſe, and good, and powerful Being,” is 
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—_ one of the moſt conſolatory reflectiofls 
which our religion furniſhes ; and in all 
i | ſituations of danger” or difficulty, it is a 
[ conviction, which muſt afford to the ſe- 
1' "pM rious Chriſtian, the fitmeſt and moſt ſa- 
| | tis factory baſis of comfort and confi- 
dence ! | 
5 * This obſervation naturally ariſes from 


the words of my text, and from the cir- 


i | cumſtances which gave occaſion for them. 
| j [Ee The Children of Iſrael were Te: 
lected by God, from among the nations 


* 
— — 


of the earth, as his choſen people; and 
were diſtinguiſhed, through many ſuc- 
ceſſive ages, by the moſt ſtriking inſtances 
df his peculiar favor and protection We 
; are, however, exprefsly aſſured, that this 
—_ pre-eminence was not the effect of their 
[! 3 fuperior piety or virtue; for they frequently 
did evil in the ſight of the Lord, and were 


13 7 

as repeatedly, in puniſhment of their of- 
fences, ſold into the hands of the nations 
that ſurrounded them, and haraſſed with 
bloody and inceſſant hoſtilities by the 
neighbouring States, | Yet {till the arm of 
the Almighty was viſibly extended for 
their protection ; and though his Tuftice 
gccaſionally afflicted, his Mercy never 
forſook them! It was during the reign 
of one of their moſt pious and exemplary 
Princes, that an immenſe hoſt, collected 
from three powerful and hoſtile nations, 


inyaded their country, and ſpread terror 
and diſmay, as the harbingers of their 
approach! Under theſe circumſtances of 
danger, their monarch preſented himſelf 
and his people before the Mercy Seat of 
God; and after acknowledging the many 
ſignal deliverances which He had wrought 
for them, and expreſſing their gratitude for 
B 2 the 


[4] 

the þaft, and their entire dependanee upon 
Him for the future, they implored the 
continued protection of his providence in 
their impending extremity. The Lord 
heard their prayers, and inſpired one of 
his prophats to pronounce to them the 
encouraging exhortation conveyed in my 
text—** Be not afraid or diſmaygd by 
reaſon of this great multitude, for the bat- 
tle is not yours, but God's!“ 

| You have, 1 doubt not, anticipated the 
analogy I would infer between the Chil- 
dren of Iſrael, and the people of this land. 
1 preſume not to ſay, indeed, that we have 
abſolutely been choſen from the nations of 
the earth as the favored or peculiar people 
of God, however his fingular mercies tous 
might ſupport the concluſion. But I af- 
firm, that if we may judge of cauſes 
from their effects, and if repeated deliver- 


ance 


1 
ance from danger be a proof of the Divine 
regard, no nation on earth has been more 
eminently favored—I might ſay, miracu- 
louſly protected, than the inhabitants of 
this iſland have been, through a long ſeries 
of ages, and amid a formidable aſſemblage 
of ſucceſſive perils, to which human wiſ- 
dom, courage, or policy, had been oppoſed 
in vain. 

Without reverting to the more diſtant 
ra of our national hiſtory, when Arma- 
das, preſumptuouſiy ſtyled Invincible, 
were overthrown by forces ſo very infe- 
rior, ** that the battle was evidently not 
ours, but God's; without preſenting a 
retroſpect of the brilliant ſucceſſes over 


hoſtile nations, united for our deſtruction, 


which the annals of the preſent century 


record, and which, to every mind that 


admits the Divine ſuperintendence, exem- 
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plify in the ſtrangeſt manner the, favor of 
Providence -I ſhall, call your attention 
only to more recent deliverances, of which 
eurſelves have perſonally partaken;, which 
muſt therefore be deeply inſcribed on our 
memories by the finger of gratitude and 
which we are this day aſſembled to ac, 
knowledge and commemorate by public 
praiſes and thankſgivings to their ON 


mighty Author | 
It may be. inquized by FER faſtidious 


-» 


objector, and I therefore pauſe to repel the 
impliccts genſure, Whether the religion of 
Chriſt, Who is emphatically ſtyled the 
Prince of Peace, permits his diſciples to 
rejoice in ſanguinary ſucceſſes, and victo- 
ries, purchaſed by the reciprocal deſtruc- 
tion of W "SES 1 has that wars 


Deen 


| ments of 3 wickodneſs-—that "DIY 


ever 
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ever repugnant to the mild and pacific 
fpirit of the Goſpel, they appear to be 
evils as inherent in the conſtitution of 
kingdoms and empires, as ſickneſs and 
diſeaſe are in the human frame; and that; 
however we may deprecate their conſe- 
quences, we are authoriſed, by repeated 
precedents in ſacred hiſtory, as well as 
ſtimulated by the natural impulſe of gra- 
titude, to rejoice in the intimation of Di- 
vine favor and protection, which victory 
over our enemies conveys. As lon g as hu- 
man pride or prejudice, policy or ambi- 
tion, continues to operate that is, as long 
as human nature and human paſſions 
exiſt as they are, and have been from the 


earlieſt times, ſo long will the evils con- 


ſequent upon their indulgence continue to 
afflict marikind ; and to chaſtiſe, though 


| ”w cannot corre, the paſſions which 


* | produce 
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11 
produce them: There cannot, therefore, 
be any principle adverſe to the ſpirit of 
the Goſpel in the preſent oblation of our 
| praiſes am thunkſeivings to the ſupreme 
Governor of the Univerſe.— We rejoice 
not; that wars exit Alt that, fince in the 
ſyſtem of his Providence they are permitted 


to diſturb the world,' and to include our 


native country in their deſtructive vortex, 


the ruin and devaſtation, which would at- 
tend their riearer approach, have been re- 
pelled from the boſom of our land by the 
victories, with which he has mereifully 
favoured its gallant defenders: 

But to return from this digreſſion to the 
ſubject more immediately before us. It 
has pleaſed the Almighty, in his juſtice, 
to afflict this country with the ſcourge of 
war, and to render the various nations en- 
gaged in this ſanguinary conteſt the vie- 
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tims and the inſtruments of mutual and 
ſevere inflictions. It falls not within the 
| ' ſcope, of my preſent deſign, nor indeed is 


this the proper place, to diſcuſs the much- 


agitated queſtion of aggreſſion: neither 


does my plan include an inveſtigation of 


— 


the inquiry, „Why the God of Mercy 
ſhould thus ſubject the beauties of crea- 
uon, and the happineſs and exiſtence of 
his creatures, to be deſtroyed by the hor- 
rors and de ſolation of war?” His ſcheme 
of Providence is unfathomable by the li- 
mited line of human underſtanding; and 
our weak attempts to unfold its mazes 


would be equally futile and pre ſumptu- 


us. It ſuffices for us to know, that all 


his diſpenſations are regulated by infinite 


mercy and juſtice, under the guidance of 


-unerring - wiſdom; and thence to infer, 


that the convulſions, which diſtract and 
(492199 E agitate 
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45 that his judgements are in the earth, that 
the inhabitants of the world may learn 
SH | 


But the Almighty ever ai his pu- 


judgements remembers merey! Our na- 
tional offences have incurred his diſplea- 
ſure, and provoked the evils of war; for 
- undoubtedly, large is the fund of iniquity 
in our land, Which challenges Divine in- 
fliction! But though the ſeeds of virtue 
be overgrown, and choked with-tares— 
though vice predominates, and piety lan- 
guiſhes, ſtill does our ſoil produce emi- 


for our deliverance. Still does our coun- 


try, though degenerated from former in- 


agitate the globe, have an undoubted ten · 


niſhments with compaſſion, and in his 


nent, though rare ſhoots of virtue, which 
avert ſeverer judgements, and intercede 
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tegrity, exhibit a few ſhining lights —a 
ſmall number of righteous men for whoſe 
ſake the incumbent deſtruction is ſuſ- 
pended, and the uplifted arm of juſtice 
arreſted in its deſcent. —And we may rea- 
ſonably preſume, that as the ſins of the 
wicked have cried for vengeance, the 
prayers of the upright have invoked mer- 
cy—that as the one have brou ght down 
the ſcourge of war, the other have in- 
duced the alleviation of victory: and that, 
when the former ſhall, by our reforma- 
tion, be diminiſhed, and the latter propor- 
tionably increaſed, every danger will va» 


niſh—every threatening cloud diſperſe— 


and peace, and happineſs, and ſecurity, 


return to bleſs our land. Fortunate will 


it be for each of us individually, as well 
as for the nation in general, if this con- 
viction produce the bleſſed effect of re- 

161018 ä forming 


— 


— 


forming our morals, and reſtoring to our 
practice the antiquated virtues of ;tempe- 
ance and juſtice of piety towards God, 
and univerſal benevolence to man. | a 
Deploring, as every feeling Chriſtian 
muſt deplore, the calamities of war, we 
are not required by qur religion to ſuc- 
eumb under the attacks of our foes, or to 
be inſenſible to the advantages of victory 


over them. Such inſenſibility would prove 
us undeſerving of it; for though huma- 
nity may claim the tear of compaſſion for 
the fate of the victims to war's direful ra- 
vages, gratitullc weſt mingle with it the 
aſpiration of acknowledgement to God for 
his viſible protection in the day of battle 
We have, in the courſe of the preſent con- 
teſt, experienced, on three ſeveral occa- 
fions, as many manifeſt ſignifications, that 
God is on our fide;' and if we receive his 
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mercy with thankſgiving, and evince our 


gratitude by the fervor of our piety, we 
may reaſonably confide in his continued 
protection, and in his final diſcomfiture of 
the mighty combination, and the formida- 


ble armaments, by which our foes are me- 


ditating to invade our land, and to ſubvert 


our conſtitution, our religion, and laws. 
511 There are perſons who, unwilling to 
recognize the finger of Providence direct- 
ing theſe events, and blindly attributing 
all our ſucceſſes to ſecondary cauſes alone, 
aſcribe not the glory of victory to God, 
but to the ſuperior. ſkill and experience of 
our commanders, and the proweſs and 
conduct of our officers and men No 
man is more ready to pay homage to the 
merit and ability of an Howe, a Jervis, 
or a Duncan, or to the gallantry and un- 
daunted bravery of Britiſh Seamen, than I 
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am ; and that theſe have had their natural 
tendeney to turn the ſcale of conqueſt in 


our favour, cannot be denied. But I need 
not labor to-convince a Chriſtian aſſembly, 
that great and meritorious as have been 


their exertions, eminent as are their {kill 


and conduct, and unqueſtionable their va- 
los; the battle has not been theirs, but 
God's .— His providence diredts every, the 
minuteſt event; and without his favor and 


protection, the mightieſt human force is as 


chaff before the wind; and the moſt con- 


ſummate ſkill and wiſdom are incompe- 


tent to achieve their purpoſe. To Him 


then be aſcribed the glory and the praiſe 


And though to the illuſtrious inſtruments, 
by whom our ſecurity and preſervation 
have been aſcertained, the natibnal grati- 
tude and eftcem be juſtly due, yet mould 
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our firſt and warmeſt addreſs be to our 
1 * 1 Almighty 
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Almighty Leader, who has been our 
ſhield and buckler, the rock of our ſalva- 
tion and our defence! 

And as the victories, which our arms 
have obtained, may be conſidered as auſ- 
pices of the Divine favor and protection, 

and as ſuch demand our praiſes and 


| thankſgivings to the GREAT BRSTOWER 
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or ALL VicTORY, ſo do they afford a 


comfortable ground of hope and confi- | 
dence, that he will ſtill preſerve and defend | ö 
us from future danger and diſſipate the | 
_ deepening gloom which gathers upon the 
proſpect before us, and frowns from the 
oppoſite ſhores of the ocean upon our me- 
naced coaſts. A mighty and inveterate 
foe prepares to pour upon our land, hi- 
therto ſecluded by its happy inſular ſitua- 
tion from the horrors which have over- 
ſpread. the. greater part of Europe, num- 
? | berleſs 


t 16 1 


berlpls hordes of eruel ravagers, breathirig 
ruin and reven ge- drunk with ſhort-lived 
ſucceſs—animated by the ſpirit of revoius 


tionary phrenzy, and the barbarous hope 
of plunder and de ſtruction But let us 
not be afraid or diſmayed, . for the battle 
is not 0u#s; but God's! We are not in- 
deed to expect his miraculous interpoſii 
tion, if we ouffel ves neglect the means of 
defence, with which he has furniſhed us: 
but we have the beſt reaſons to hope, that 
dur exertions, directed by prudence and 
patriotiſm, and conducted by valor and 
perſeverance, will be ſeconded ard proſ- 
pered by his merci ful co-operation, and 
will recoil on our impious foes the threat 
ened deſtruction. Ves, my brethren; the 
glorious. victories, which tlie hole na- 
tion, on this day, is joyfulhy aſſembled to 
commemorate with impaſſioned On 


2151129 | | and 


r ↄ . . ood 


E 


— [ 17 1 


* 


and for which we have now offered the 


humble tribute of praiſe and adoration to 
God, are, let us confide, but the prelude 
to that greater and final deliverance, by 


which he will fruſtrate the malice of our 


vindictive foes, and reſtore to his peo- 


ple the bleſſings of ſecurity and peace 
As men, you can want no incentive to a 
gallant defence of your parents, your re- 
latives, your wives, and your little ones! 
As Britons, you will maintain the glo- 


rious privilege of this diſtinguiſhed na- 


tion, liberty without /zcentzouſne/ſs, againſt 


the frantic advocates of {:centiouſneſs 
without liberty or fecurtty. You will 
duly appreciate and defend the bleflings 
you enjoy, nor be ſeduced to hazard 


known and experienced advantages for 


viſionary and impracticable theories, en- 


gendered in the feveriſh brains of ſlaves 


D | become 


e 

become tyrants ; and inebriated by the 
© ſhort-lived futnes of tranſient domination ! 
Happy under the benign government of a 

mild and religious Prince: ſubject to juſt 

ind impartial laws, which diſpenſe the 

only rational equality, in the adminiſtra- 


tion of equal juſtice to the noble and the 


peaſant ;—protected in your perſons and 


properties againſt the invaſion of power, 
or the depredations of rapine ;—enjoying 
the happineſs of the pure, and tolerant 
religion of Chriſt ;—you will ſurely (if 
you duly eſtimate thefe bleſſings, if you 
feel as men, and as Britons ought to feel) 
deſpiſe every perſonal riſque, and defend, 
with your lives and fortunes, ſuch precious 
advantages ; and which are excluſively 
peculiar to this favored land! They have 
been purchaſed by the toil of ages! The 
fabric of civil and reli gious liberty, which 


conſtitutes 
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1 19 J. 
„ the glory and happineſs of this 


country, was reared by your anceſtors, ce- 
mented by their blood, and tranſmitted as 
a ſacred depoſit to you, to be entailed un- 


. impaired upon your children's children! 


In its defence our fleets have fought, have 


vanquiſhed, have triumphed !—And our 


preſent thank(givinge to God are leſs for 


the victories themſelves, than for their 


happy conſequences, in the ſecurity of this 


invaluable inheritance |! 
If we take a ſhort review of the mo- 
mentous events, which have occurred 


within the graſp of'a few years on the 


theatre of Europe, and in which this 


nation has borne a prominent ſhare;— 
though numerous calamities, inſeparable 


from a ſtate of warfare, darken the pro- 


-jecting ſcenes with ſhades of misfortune, 


we ſhall diſcover the back ground, bright- 


D 2 ened 


L 20 ] 
ened by the rays of ſucceſs, and illumined 


by the ſunbeams of victory. We ſhall 
find, that though our foes have involved 


us in a portion of the miſchiefs, their 
headlong phrenzy has created though 
the ſtorm, which the breath of diſcord 
| raiſed, has ſhaken the Britiſh oak, and 
bowed, by a momentary depreſſion, its 
| honors to the duſt, —ſtill glory and ſecurity 

have ariſen from our afflictions ;—the root 
of our national ſtrength remains firm and 
immoveable; and its branches have bud- 
- ded with freſh, and More lively foliage! 
The retroſpect therefore affords us leſs 


ſubject of regret, than the paſſing ſcenes, 
and the perſpective before us muſt excite 
motives of courage, and corifidence, by the 
triumphs which they preſent, and the ul- 
timate ſucceſs they promiſe. | 5 
The adverſe nations, who conſpire our 


ruin, 


„„ 
ruin, paralyſed, and exhauſted by the 


conteſt, are now collecting their utmoſt 
ſtrength, and centering it in a point, for 
the avowed purpoſe of a laſt, and deſpe- 
rate effort againſt the vitals of our land! 
Their onſet, like the force exerted in the 
delirium of a fever, may be violent, but 
cannot be either long, or ſucceſsful, when 
combated by the cool, and deliberate valor 
of a ſtrong and healthful community, di- 
rected by the counſels of prudence and 
wiſdom—ſupported by a good cauſe, and 
the favor of Heaven—and animated by 
conſiderations, which might invigorate 
the moſt feeble, and inſpire the moſt pu- 
fillanimous with courage] Let us not 
then be impelled by any, unmanly appre- 
henſions, to ſhrink from this laſt, though 
formidable aſſay, which muſt wreſt a con- 


cluſion to our labors, and a happy iſſue to 
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fully come forward at the trying hour, 
which approaches, and rally ing round the 


L 22 ] 


the diſaſters of war! But let us chęar- 


ſtandard of our beloved ſovereign, and our 
conſtitution, oppoſe to the fury of our in- 
vaders, either our perſons, if requiſite, or 
ſuch other reſources for defence, as our 
Gtuations admit, and as the wiſdom of 
our Legiſlature may require! And while 
we remember, that the battle is not 
ours, but God's,” Jet us blend with our 
thankſgivings for his paſt, our earneſt 
ſupplications for his future protection; 
and our unfeigned endeavours to-merit it, 
by uniting with an ardent gratitude, a 
genuine amelioration of our lives. 
cannot diſmiſs the. intereſting ſubject, 
on which I addreſs you, without advert- 
ing to the mournful ſituation of the many, 
whoſe. domeſtic comfort and happineſs 
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have been the ſacrifice to our late victory; 
and who mingle with the national triumph 
the bitter tear of individual anguiſh | The 
ſucceſſes we comtnemorite, and to which 
we perhaps owe our preſent exiſtence as a 
nation, and our exemption from miſeries, 
too dreadful for deſeription, have been 
purchaſed, alas! by the blood of numbers 
of our brave, devoted countrymen ;—who, 
while we have repoſed ſecurely in the bo- 
ſom of domeſtic felicity, have been ex- 
poſed in our defence to the perils of a 
cruel element, and to adverſaries ſtill more 
cruel — torn from their deareſt connec- 
tions—their parents, their wives, and chil- 
dren, —and at laſt, have purchaſed with 
their blood and wounds, the ſecurity we 
enjoy, and the victories in which we re- 
joice—leaving their hapleſs partners, de- 
folate widows—their children, friendleſs 


orphans | 


r 
orphans And have not theſe a forcible, 
an imperious claim on the compaſſion, 
and liberality of thoſe, for whoſe defence 
their happineſs has been ſacrificed, their 
deareſt connections diſſolved ? They have; 
—and the generous hearts of Britons, ever 
prompt to meet the appeal of diſtreſs, 
have anticipated their claim by a voluntary 
and beneficent patronage! Let the ſpirit, 
which has inſpired this act of humanity, 
of juſtice, pervade every correr of the 
kingdom ; and as the ſureſt teſt of grati- 
tude for the bleſſing of victory, be the be- 
nevolent hand of relief extended by each 
of us, proportionably to our means, to the 
unfortunate, the diſconſolate victims, 


whoſe wreck of happineſs has confirmed 


our ſafety and preſervation! Your bene- 


volence cannot embrace a more worthy 


call !—Your taliant countrymen, when 
life 
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life was ebbing faſt in your defence, e- 
gardleſs of themſelves, turned their I 
piring eyes to you, ſoliciting, by the filent 
eloquence of their ſufferings, that protec- 
tion for therr families, which their blood 
has purchaſed for yours. Your breaſts, 
feelingly alive to every tender impulſe, 
will not, cannot, reſiſt the pathetic ap- 
peal ! They knew it—their honeſt hearts 
repoſed with confidence on Britiſh gene- 
roſity—and that ſoothing confidence dif- 
fuſed the faint gleam of conſolation over 
their dying countenances! You will not 
be unfaithful to their hopes. To you they 
have committed their parents, their wives, 
their infants ; who, deprived of their ſup- 
port, muſt, without the aid of their coun- 
try, languiſh in adverſity and indigence | 
The voice of humanity and juſtice—the 
tears of the bereaved families—the laſt 
| E breath 
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breath of your brave, expiring defendets; 
emphatically invoke your compaſſion and 
benevolence !—They cannot invoke it in 
vain The debt of gratitude, we owe to 
them, ſhall be paid to their ſurviving, af= 
flicted families: and from the preſent in- 
ſtance of our juſtice and munificence, fu- 
ture defenders of our land will be ani- 
mated wich tenfold enthuſiaſm; and will 
glory to be the champions of a great, and 
generous nation, who know how to ap- 
preciate and reward their ſervices. 

May the God of all conſolation—the 
Spirit of eternal comfort, ſooth and alle- 
viate the affliction of the unfortunate fa- 
milies, who have ſ uffered on the late oc- 
eaſion May He receive the ſouls of 
thoſe brave warriors, whom his provi- 
dence has permitted to fall, to the boſom 
of his mercy I- May he be a father to 
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their 
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their orphans, and the defence and refuge 
of their widows May his Almighty 
arm continue to defend our land againſt 
every enemy |—And may we, by our Zeas 
. advancement in piety, and all godli- 
neſs, deſerve to enjoy from his bounty, 


the bleſſings of peace, and proſperity in 


the preſent life, and the reverſion of eter- 


nal glory, and happineſs, in the Kingdom 


of his Saints. Amen. 
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